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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.97fe) 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants wish 
to bring the following item to the attention of the Examiner. A copy of the item is enclosed for 
the convenience of the Examiner. 

No representation is made, and no representation is intended, that more relevant material 
does not exist, or that the order of presentation of this material in any way reflects its relative 
pertinence. The reference cited below is not intended to constitute an admission of any kind. 
Specifically, this presentation is not an admission that the item listed below is properly citable 
against the above-identified application. 

06/18/8003 6W0RD0F1 00000051 1812&0 039945c* 1 

01 FC:180& 180.00 DA 



Serial No.: 09/994,526 



Submitted herewith is a copy of the European Search Report (dated March 31, 2003), for 
related European Patent Application No. EP 01 12 9365. The European Search Report cites the 
following: 

(1) Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol. 1999, no. 12, published January 3, 2001, relating 
to Japanese Published Unexamined Patent Application No (A) 2000-247244 
(KAY ABA END CO LTD), published September 12, 2000; and 

(2) Japanese Published Unexamined Patent Application No (A) 1 1-1 803 1 8 
(NIPPON SEIKO KK), published July 6, 1999. 

Document (2) was previously presented in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 
November 27, 200 1 (copy not enclosed). 

As this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after three months 
of being first cited in a foreign communication in a counterpart foreign application, and 
subsequent to receipt of the first Office Action, please charge the $180.00 fee to Sidley Austin 
Brown & Wood LLP's Deposit Account No, 18-1260. If it should be determined that an 
additional fee is required, please charge any other required fee (other than the issue fee) during 
the pendency of this application to Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP's Deposit Account No. 
18-1260. Please credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 18-1260. The Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in duplicate. 
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